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Positive Conditions for Learning Are Essential To Thriving Kindergartners;
High Levels of Chronic Absence Signal They Aren’t In Place 



Kindergarten Chronic Absence
California 2021-22 (statewide 

rate of 40.4%)
Race / Ethnicity

Chronic
Absenteeism

Eligible
Enrollment

Chronic
Absenteeism

Count

Chronic
Absenteeism

Rate

African American 22,748 11,912 52.4%
American Indian or 
Alaska Native 2,054 1,039 50.6%

Asian 46,522 10,683 23.0%
Filipino 9,333 3,000 32.1%
Hispanic or Latino 274,298 131,532 48.0%
Pacific Islander 1,738 1,039 59.8%
White 99,722 27,921 28.0%
Two or More Races 24,911 7,842 31.5%
Not Reported 10,635 3,898 36.7%
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Chronic Absenteeism in Ohio by Grade
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Connecticut data shows that chronic absence remains 
high this Fall especially for younger learners



Creating Positive Learning Conditions
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& Materials

Daily 
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://www.justintarte.com/2015/09/should-all-classrooms-be-like.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Connecting Culturally Responsive Pedagogy 
(CRP) and Critical Cultural Competence (CCC)

CRP + 
CCC

CREs are not 
colorblind.

CREs attempt to negotiate
the cultural conflict that 
their positions of power 

often represent.

CREs reject
the myth of
meritocracy.

CREs reject 
deficit-based  

thinking.

CREs = Culturally Responsive Educators Cooper, He, & Levin, 2011, p. 158-159



Culturally 
Responsive 
Early Childhood 
Teachers (Chen, 
Nimmo, & 
Fraser, 2019)

Raising self-awareness

Physical Environment

Pedagogical Environment

Relationships with Families and 
Community



Self-Awareness

• Think about 
these aspects of 
identity. Which 
ones resonate 
most with you? 
Why?
• Think then talk to 

someone near 
you.



Culturally Responsive Early Childhood Teachers
(Chen, Nimmo, & Fraser, 2019)



Culture

Curriculum

Belonging

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://achurchforstarvingartists.wordpress.com/2011/11/28/spiritualosmosis/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


How	Do	Nature-Based	Learning	
Opportunities Benefit Children?





Natural Settings Support Kindergarten Curriculum



Natural Loose
Parts Serve as
Manipulatives



Sensory Exploration Enhances
STEAM Learning



Nature is Healing





We envision a future 
where every young child 
experiences nature daily 
for the health of our kids, 
communities, and planet.

Early	Childhood	
Health Outdoors



Sing Today…Read Forever!

Photo: Amina Filkins/Pexels



Neuroscientific Research

The effects of singing and music-making 
on brain development

• Simultaneously stimulates cognitive, sensory, motor, and reward systems
• Enables auditory processing and auditory memory
• Improves neural encoding of speech
• Allows babies to acquire language earlier
• Develops beat synchronization—ability to keep a steady beat

These are essential brain functions 
for proficient reading�

Photo: Amina Filkins/Pexels



• 1/3 of fourth and fifth graders went up a level in reading proficiency from the 
prior year (from Does Not Meet to Partly Meets) on the state reading test after 
13 ½ hours of singing songs repetitively with a software program.

• The lowest-scoring students made the greatest gains.
• More hours of usage resulted in greater gains.
• The results were statistically significant.
• The 500 fourth and fifth graders at these schools who did not use TiR did not

make significant gains in reading levels.

MN state-funded 5-year pilot



Auditory Neuroscience Laboratory, 
Northwestern University, Illinois 

Neuroscientist Dr. Nina Kraus, Director



By age five, children can learn to:

• Keep a steady beat.

• Clap the rhythm of the words of a chant or song.

• Match a pitch.

• Sing in tune.

Fit by Five!

Children with basic musical skills are better readers





Goal
Enable every child’s brain for reading through singing, moving, and
developing basic music skills

Zap the Gap
State-funded program that would provide parents and PreK teachers:

• the science about brain development
• singing strategies
• Basic Musical Fitness Assessment
• A Song a Day: Brain Prep for Pre-Readers, 50 sequenced lessons that

use music-making to enable the brain’s auditory processing

Zap the Gap!
All children reading proficiently
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Our Purpose

The Center’s purpose is to provide technical assistance to support states 
and districts in the implementation of social and emotional learning and 
other whole-person, evidence-based programs and practices.  

The Center will enhance the capacity of (a) state educational agencies 
(SEAs) to support their local educational agencies (LEAs) and (b) LEAs to 
support their schools. 

Transforming Kindergarten Collaborative



Throughlines

Transforming Kindergarten Collaborative32

Science of 
Learning and 
Development

Equity

Authentic 
Family 

Engagement

Multidisciplin
ary 

Approaches
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Two Big Ideas from SoLD

Learning is 
CONTEXTUAL.

Learning is 
INTEGRATED.
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Equity



Begins with 
inquiry

Works in 
Partnership

Strengths-
based

Culturally 
Responsive

Transforming Kindergarten Collaborative35

Authentic Family 
Engagement



Multi-
disciplinary

Relevant, 
engaging, and 

rigorous

Invites play

Transforming Kindergarten Collaborative36

Project-based Learning



Transforming Kindergarten Collaborative37

From Vision to Action: 
Transforming Kindergarten into a 
Sturdy Bridge from Early Learning 

to K-12 Education

JOIN US!

March 22, 2023

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. PT 

Registration at www.selcenter.wested.org

http://www.selcenter.wested.org/


Thank you!

selcenter@wested.org
https://selcenter.wested.org

https://selcenter.wested.org/


Questions & Discussion
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Upcoming GLR Learning Tuesdays Webinars:

gradelevelreading.net    @readingby3rd    #GLReading    #LearningTuesdays   #GLRKeepers   

Join us!

FUNDER-TO-FUNDER CONVERSATIONS
Remake Learning: Philanthropic Opportunities for Enhancing Local Learning Landscapes
Tuesday, February 21, 12:30−2:00 p.m. ET/9:30−11:00 a.m. PT

GLR LEARNING TUESDAYS: LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE
Early Learning Innovation in a Time of Crisis
Tuesday, February 21, 3−4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

GLR LEARNING TUESDAYS: LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE
Preventing Burnout and #Resignation: Investing in Teacher Coaching and Support 
Tuesday, February 28, 3−4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT

GLR LEARNING TUESDAYS: LEARNING LOSS RECOVERY CHALLENGE
Promoting Impactful Teaching and Learning in Kindergarten Series Conclusion
Tuesday, March 7, 3−4:30 p.m. ET/12−1:30 p.m. PT


