
About Grow Your Own
Grow Your Own (GYO) is a teacher recruitment and preparation 
strategy focused on developing and retaining teachers from the 
local community. Despite increasing interest and investment in 
GYO programs, little is known about the effectiveness of these 
programs, and the features, participants, and conditions that are 
needed for them to be effective.

This research agenda identifies four key research questions 
that can be used to uncover the extent to which GYO programs 
shape education, influence teacher outcomes, affect school 
and district performance, increase student achievements, and 
impact the larger community. 

1.	 How do GYO programs influence teacher supply, 
retention, representation, preparation, community 
development, student success, and educational 
opportunities and outcomes?

2.	 How do GYO programs transform educator   
preparation programs, schools, districts, and 
communities?

3.	 How do program participants and partners      
experience GYO programs, what challenges do they 
face, and what assets do they bring?

4.	 How do impacts, experiences, and processes vary by 
GYO program feature, implementation condition, and 
participant characteristics?

To learn more about the Grow Your Own Educators Initiative please visit newamerica.org/prek-12-education/grow-your-own-educators
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In this appendix, we provide further guidance to GYO 
practitioners, partners, researchers, and funders interested in 
the outcomes and impacts of GYO programs. The tables below 
provide examples of how each of the research questions can be 
enacted, with suggested sub-questions, data requirements, and 
potential teacher, student, and community outcomes.
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