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Grow Your Own Educator Reading List 
 
This is a list of selected resources providing more information about aspects of the teacher pipeline 
relevant to Grow Your Own educator programs and strategies. 
 

 
New America Resources 

 
 
Garcia, Amaya. A 50-State Scan of Grow Your Own Teacher Policies and Programs. Washington, DC:  

New America, 2022. https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/grow-your-own-
teachers/ 

 
Garcia, Amaya. Building a Bilingual Teacher Pipeline: Bilingual Teacher Fellows at Highline Public  

Schools. Washington, DC: New America, 2017. https://na-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/FINAL_EnglishLearners 
_Washington.pdf 

 
Garcia, Amaya. Building a Bilingual Teacher Pipeline: The Portland Public Schools and Portland  

State University Dual Language Teacher Partnership. Washington, DC: New America, 2017.   
https://na-production.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/FINAL_SupportingVisio 
nELEquity.pdf 

 
Garcia, Amaya, and Roxanne Garza. Chicago’s Bilingual Teacher Residency: A Partnership to  

Strengthen the Teacher Pipeline. Washington, DC: New America, 2019.  
https://na-production.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/FINAL_SupportingVisionELEquity. 
pdf 

 
Garcia, Amaya, and Jenny Muñiz. Mississippi’s Multifaceted Approach to Tackling Teacher  

Shortages. Washington, DC: New America, 2020.  
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/tackling-teacher-shortages/ 

 
Garcia, Amaya, and Cara Sklar. Developing a Bilingual Associate Degree Program for  

Spanish-Speaking Early Childhood Educators. Washington, DC: New America, 2020.  
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/developing-bilingual-associate-d 
egree-program-spanish-speaking-early-childhood-educators/ 

 
Garza, Roxanne, Paving the Way for Latinx Teachers: Recruitment and Preparation to Promote  

Educator Diversity. Washington, DC: New America, 2019.  
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/reports/paving-way-latinx-teac 
hers/ 

This resource is part of the GYO Educator Toolkit.  
To view the full Toolkit, see: newamerica.org/gyo-toolkit 
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Hood, Joseph. Grow Your Own Educators in Minnesota: State Supports and Local Programs.  

Washington, DC: New America, 2021. https://www.newamerica.org/education-
policy/reports/grow-your-own-educat 
ors-in-minnesota/ 

 
 
 
 

Other Resources by Subject/Interest Area 
 

Demographics of teacher workforce     

National Center for Education Statistics. “Black or African American Teachers:  
Background and School Settings in 2017–18.” In 2017–18 National Teacher and Principal Survey. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education Institute for Education Sciences, 2022. 
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2022/2022024.pdf 

 
National Center for Education Statistics. “Race and Ethnicity of Public School Teachers and  

Their Students.” In 2017–18 National Teacher and Principal Survey. Washington, DC: U.S. 
Department of Education Institute for Education Sciences, 2020. 
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2020/2020103/index.asp 

 
National Center for Education Statistics. Status and Trends in the Education of Racial and  

Ethnic Groups 2018. Washington, DC: Institute for Education Sciences, 2019. 
https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2019038 

 
Paschall, Katherine, Rebecca Madill, and Tamara Halle. Professional Characteristics of the Early Care and 

Education Workforce: Descriptions by Race, Ethnicity, Languages Spoken, and Nativity Status. 
Washington, DC: Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation, Administration for Children and 
Families, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, 2020. 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/opre/professional-characteristics-ECE-
dec-2020.pdf 

 
Rafa, Alyssa, and Maxine Roberts. Building a Diverse Teacher Workforce. Denver, CO: Education  

Commission of the States, 2020. https://www.ecs.org/building-a-diverse-teacher-workforce/ 
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Early childhood workforce        

Center for the Study of Child Care Employment. Access to Effective Education and  
Professional Development for the Early Care and Education Workforce. Berkeley: University of California 
at Berkeley Center for the Study of Child Care Employment, n.d. 

 
Center for the Study of Child Care Employment and California Child Care Resource and Referral  

Network, California Early Care and Education Workforce Study: Licensed Child Care Centers and Family 
Child Care Providers. Statewide Highlights, 2006. Berkeley: University of California at Berkeley Center 
for the Study of Child Care Employment, 2006.  

 
Jacoby, Jennifer Wallace, and Allegra Corwin-Renner. “Assistant Teachers, Workplace  

Satisfaction, and the Creation of a Culturally Competent Workforce Pipeline in Head Start.” Journal 
of Career Development (February 2021).  https://doi.org/10.1177/0894845321993237 

 
Jones, Cathy R., Nancy J. Ratcliff, Heather Sheehan, and Gilbert H. Hunt. “An Analysis of Teachers’ and 

Paraeducators’ Roles and Responsibilities with Implications for Professional Development.” Early 
Childhood Education Journal 40, no. 1 (2012): 19–24. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10643-011-0487-4 

 
Park, Maki, Margie McHugh, Jie Zong, and Jeanne Batalova. Immigrant and Refugee Workers in the  

Early Childhood Field: Taking a Closer Look. Washington, DC: Migration Policy Institute, 2015. 
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/immigrant-and-refugee-workers-early-childhood-
field-taking-closer-look 

 
Washington, Valora. Opening Pathways: Strengthening Opportunities for Massachusetts Early   

Educators Who Are English Language Learners. Boston, MA: The CAYL Institute, 2015. 
https://www.cayl.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/CAYL-Opening-Pathways-1.pdf 

 
Whitebook, Marcy, Laura Sakai, Fran Kipnis, Dan Bellm, and Mirella Almaraz. Learning Together: A  

Study of Six B.A. Completion Cohort Programs in Early Care and Education. Year 4 Report. Berkeley: 
University of California at Berkeley Center for the Study of Child Care Employment, 2012. 
https://cscce.berkeley.edu/publications/report/learning-together-a-study-of-six-b-a-
completion-cohort-programs-in-ece-year-2-report/ 

 
Whitebook, Marcy, Diana Schaack, Fran Kipnis, Lea J. E. Austin, and Laura Sakai. From  

Aspiration to Attainment: Practices that Support Educational Success. Los Angeles Universal Preschool’s 
Child Development Workforce Initiative. Berkeley: University of California at Berkeley Center for the 
Study of Child Care Employment, 2013. https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.1.3435.1209 

 
Zinsser, Katherine M., Catherine Main, Luz Torres, and Kate Connor. “Patching the Pathway and  

Widening the Pipeline: Models for Developing a Diverse Early Childhood Workforce in Chicago.” 
American Journal of Community Psychology 63, no. 3–4 (January 2019): 459–471. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ajcp.12310 
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GYO program evaluation        

Greenberg Motamedi, Jason, Melinda Leong, and Sun Young Yoon. Strategies for Designing,  
Implementing, and Evaluating Grow-Your-Own Teacher Programs for Educators. Portland, OR: Institute 
of Education Sciences Regional Educational Laboratory Northwest, 2018. 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/northwest/pdf/strategies-for-educators.pdf 

 
Greenberg Motamedi, Jason, Julie Petrokubi, Sun Young Yoon, and Melinda Leong. Strategies for  

Designing, Implementing, and Evaluating Grow-Your-Own Teacher Programs for Secondary Students. 
Portland, OR: Regional Educational Laboratory Northwest, 2018. 
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/northwest/pdf/strategies-for-secondary-students.pdf 

 

Paraeducators: Working conditions and impact on 
student learning    

Achilles, C. M., Jeremy D. Finn, Susan Gerber, and J. Boyd-Zaharias. It's Time to Drop the Other Shoe: The 
Evidence on Teacher Aides. Chicago, IL: Spencer Foundation, 2000. 
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED447142 

 
Bisht, Biraj, Zachary LeClair, Susan Loeb, and Min Sun. Paraeducators: Growth, Diversity and a  

Dearth of Professional Supports. Providence, RI: Annenberg Institute at Brown University, 2021. 
https://doi.org/10.26300/nk1z-c164 

 
Blatchford, Peter, Paul Bassett, Penelope Brown, Clare Martin, Anthony Russell, and Rob   

Webster. “The Impact of Support Staff on Pupils’ ‘Positive Approaches to Learning’ and their 
Academic Progress.” British Educational Research Journal 37, no. 3 (2011): 443–464. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/01411921003734645 

 
Chopra, Ritu V., Elena Sandoval-Lucero, and Nancy K. French. “Effective Supervision of  

Paraeducators: Multiple Benefits and Outcomes.” National Teacher Education Journal 4, no. 2 
(Spring 2011): 15–26. https://speakerdeck.com/paracenter/effective-supervision-of-
paraeducators-multiple-benefits-and-outcomes 
 

Chopra, Ritu V., Elena Sandoval-Lucero, Lorenso Aragon, Christina Bernal, Helen Berg De  
Balderas, and Diane Carroll. “The Paraprofessional Role of Connector.” Remedial and Special 
Education 25, no. 4 (July/August 2004): 219–231. https://doi.org/10.1177/07419325040250040501 

 
Clotfelter, Charles T., Steven W. Hemelt, and Helen F. Ladd. Teaching Assistants and Nonteaching  

Staff: Do They Improve Student Outcomes? Washington, DC: National Center for Analysis of 
Longitudinal Data in Education Research, 2016. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED573191 
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Dávila, Liv Thorstensson. “The Pivotal and Peripheral Roles of Bilingual Classroom Assistants at a  

Swedish Elementary School. International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism 21,  
no. 8 (September 2016): 956–967. https://doi.org/10.1080/13670050.2016.1224224 
 

Douglas, Sarah N., Shelley E. Chapin, and James F. Nolan. “Special Education Teachers’  
Experiences Supporting and Supervising Paraeducators: Implications for Special and General 
Education Settings.” Teacher Education and Special Education 39, no. 1 (February 2016): 60–74. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0888406415616443 

 
Drecktrah, Mary E. “Preservice Teachers’ Preparation to Work with Paraeducators.” Teacher  

Education Special Education: The Journal of the Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional 
Children 23, no. 2 (April 2000): 157–164. https://doi.org/10.1177/088840640002300208 

 
Ernst-Slavit, Gisela, and Kerri J. Wenger. “Teaching in the Margins: The Multifaceted Work and  

Struggles of Bilingual Paraeducators.” Anthropology & Education Quarterly 37, no. 1 (March 2006): 
62–81. http://dx.doi.org/10.1525/aeq.2006.37.1.62 

 
Ernst-Slavit, Gisela, Sarah N. Newcomer, Steven J. Morrison, Lindsay K. Lightner, Judith A.  

Morrison, Yuliya, and Kira J. Carbonneau. “Latina Paraeducators’ Stories of Resistance, Resilience, 
and Adaptation in an Alternative Route to Teaching Program.” Journal of Career Development (April 
2021). https://doi.org/10.1177/08948453211005000   

 
Farrell, Peter, Alison Alborz, Andy Howes, and Diana Pearson. “The Impact of Teaching Assistants on 

Improving Pupils’ Academic Achievement in Mainstream Schools: A Review of the Literature.” 
Educational Review 62, no. 4 (2010): 435–448. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00131911.2010.486476 

 
Gerber, Susan B., Jeremy D. Finn, Charles M. Achilles, and Jayne Boyd-Zaharias. “Teacher Aides  

and Students' Academic Achievement.” Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis 23, no. 2 (Summer 
2001): 123–143. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3594126 

 
Goe, Laura, and Lauren Matlach. Supercharging Student Success: Policy Levers for Helping  

Paraprofessionals Have a Positive Influence in the Classroom. Washington, DC: Center on Great 
Teachers and Leaders at American Institutes for Research, 2014. 
https://www.compcenternetwork.org/resources/resource/3042/supercharging-student-success-
policy-levers-helping-paraprofessionals-have 

 
Hemelt, Steven W., Helen F. Ladd, and Calen R. Clifton. “Do Teacher Assistants Improve Student  

Outcomes? Evidence from School Funding Cutbacks in North Carolina.” Educational Evaluation 
and Policy Analysis 43, no. 2 (June 2021): 280–304. https://doi.org/10.3102/0162373721990361 

 
Institute of Education Sciences. Description and Employment Criteria of Instructional  

Paraprofessionals. Washington, DC: National Center for Education Statistics and U.S. Department 
of Education, 2007. https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2007008 
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Lewis, Karla C. “Instructional Aides: Colleagues or Cultural Brokers?” The School Community  
Journal 14, no. 1 (Spring/Summer 2004): 91–112. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ794830 
 

Monzó, Lilia D., and Robert S. Rueda. Sociocultural Factors in Social Relationships: Examining  
Latino Teachers' and Paraeducators' Interactions with Latino Students. Santa Cruz: University of 
Southern California, Santa Cruz Center for Research on Education, Diversity and Excellence, 
2001. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED451724 

 
Pickett, Anna Lou. A State of the Art Report on Paraeducators in Education & Related Services. Case  

#02-96. New York: City University of New York, The National Resource Center for 
Paraprofessionals in Education and Related Services Center for Advanced Study in Education, 
1996. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED398188 

 
Rueda, Robert, and Lilia D. Monzo. “Apprenticeship for Teaching: Professional Development  

Issues Surrounding the Collaborative Relationship between Teachers and Paraeducators.” 
Teaching and Teacher Education 18, no. 5 (2002): 503–521. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0742-
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Schmidt, Karen, and Richard Greenough. Designing State and Local Policies for the Professional  
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Recruitment and preparation: GYO programs   
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Bonner, Patricia J., Maria A. Pacino, and Beverly Hardcastle Stanford. “Transition from  

Paraprofessionals to Bilingual Teachers: Latino Voices and Experiences in Education.” Journal of 
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